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TAGS: PFORMOLESY 

SUB J : MOROCCAN REACTION TO BEIRUT CLASHES 

1. GOM' S REACTION TO NEWS OF FIGHTING BETWEEN PALESTINIANS 
AND LEBANESE ARMY WAS INDICATIVE INCREASED MOROCCAN INTEREST 
IN NEAR EAST. KING HASSAN TELEPHONED GOL PRESIDENT FRANGIE 
AND YASSER AFAFAT, AND ALSO SENT PERSONAL EMISSARY, 

DEY OULD SIDI BABA ( DIRECTOR OF ROYAL CABINET) TO BEIRUT 
TO MEDIATE. ACCORDING HEADLINES IN PROGOVERNMENT PRESS, 

SIDI BABA MET MAY 5 WITH PRESIDENT FRANGIE, AND WAS TO MEET 
WITH YASSER ARAFAT SAME DAY. MAY 6 SIDI BABA REPORTEDLY 
WENT TO DAMASCUS WITH MESSAGE FOR PRESIDENT ASSAD FROM 
KING HASSAN WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN RELATED TO INCURSIONS OF 
SYRIAN- BACKED PALESTINIANS INTO LEBANON. GOVERNMENT MEDIA 
HAVE BEEN QUICK TO CREDIT KING' S MEDIATION WITH BRINGING END 
TO FIGHTING. 

2. MOROCCAN OPPOSITION PRESS HAS GIVEN PROMINENCE TO 
PALESTINIAN ALLEGATIONS LEBANESE ARMY STARTED SHOOTING IN 
CAHOOTS WITH ZIONISM AND IMPERIALISM. FOR EXAMPLE, DAILY 

" MAGHREB- INFORMATIONS," WHICH OWNED BY MOROCCAN TRADE 
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UNION ( UMT), FEATURES COMMUNIQUE RELEASED IN DAMASCUS BY 
PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE CHARGING THAT LEBANESE ARMY COMMANDER 
GHANEM WAS ASSISTANT MILITARY ATTACHE AT AMERICAN EMBASSY 
BEIRUT UNTIL NAMED TO PRESENT POST, AND LEANING ON OBVIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS. 

3. ON UNIVERSITY FRONT ARAB STUDENTS STUDYING IN RABAT ASSEMBLED 
MAY 3 AT LEBANESE EMBASSY, AND SENT TELEGRAMS TO FRANGIE, 
YASSER ARAFAT, AND JUMBLATT, WHILE GROUP ( NEW TO US) CALLED 

" GENERAL UNION OF PALESTINIAN STUDENTS" CALLED FOR SHORT 
STRIKES AT UNIVERSITY IN SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE. 
ISTIQLALI " AL- ALAM" ALSO REPORTS EXISTENCE OF GROUP CALLED 
" GENERAL UNION OF PALESTINIAN TEACHERS" AS CONDEMING 
LEBANESE ACTION AGAINST PALESTINIANS. THIS IS FIRST TIME TO 
OUR KNOWLEDGE THAT PALESTINIANS HERE HAVE OPENLY ENGAGED IN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY, SOMETHING WHICH LOCAL SECURITY FORCES 
WILL NOT LIKE. 

4. IN GENERAL, SHOCK WAVES FROM BEIRUT FIGHTING HAVE HAD REAL 
EFFECT HERE. MOROCCAN PUBLIC OPINION HAS BEEN SENSITIZED TO 
ME ISSUES BY KING' S ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO SEND TROOPS TO 
SYRIA AND ATTENDANT PROPAGANDA, AS WELL AS BY OBIECTIVE 
DETERIORATION OF ME SITUATION IN RECENT MONTHS. WE WILL 

BE TAKING SPECIAL SECURITY PRECAUTIONS FOR MAY 15 ANNIVERSARY 
OF FOUNDING OF ISRAEL. 

ROCKWELL 
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